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* March, Edwin Meese HI, counselor :
;. to.the -president;,: stated- flatly thats
;. the.xReagan - -administrationt. would ;
~.znot :permit the-CIA to: spy on US
cmzens here at home. - T
- “The--White. House is absolutely
oppesed to-. the CIAﬂbemmmg in-:
v volved in domestlc-spymg ‘Meese.
-said._“We are not gomg to put the
- CLA¥into: domestic espionage* or- the
~FBI into foreign intelligence.” - -
. Now comes a- proposed executwe
» order. that would allow the CIA to-

v D Commentary ..

infiltrate and influence domestic or-

ganizanons, to conduct. covert oper- -

- ations in this country, and to “col--

- lect, retain or disseminate informa-

- tion” about law-abiding. Amencans

for a variety of new.reasons. ...;

. Meese also held forth earlier thls

. year on another topic involving U.S.:
,.intelligence: govermnent secrets and
, their classmcatxon. B

. “I think there m.way- too’ much

.- classification,”

-

- pubhshed in July. ¢

;; of . documents. .-You - really. should

- only-classify somethmg if its revela- 3
tion would acmally harm* natxonal %

secunty e, i ST L
- Now comes the somewhaE ‘refi ned

draft of another.executive order, this’ :

-~ one for handhnrnanonal secunty
1 mformatlon. Ve e S
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Meae Stold The‘
:~Washington Post*in: an: interview ]
" Ithmk that's ]

‘onev.of the pmblems of govern-
- ment—that is, the ovven:xa:mﬂcatxon.z
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“+ "It would “eliminate "the . current
-rule saying.that a document should -
inot be classified unless:its unautho- -
‘rized disclosure would cause “iden-
tifiable damage” to the national se-
CUTILY. . raisedte T lugy ;
o {2 wou]d make. the “Top Secret,
““Secret™ and “Confidential” stamps
mandatory rather than discretionary. -
And it would turn.the, . existing -

.'reasonable-doubt ‘standard : upelde |

down by. telling officials. to keep in- -

:formation secret whenever they have -

a “reasonable douht" about the need
to do that. - g :
_ So what's gomg on here" Is the
Reagan- White House saying one
thing and doing another? Has Ed
.Meese changed his mind? > .0
- the answer appears to be straight
out of George Orwell’s Ministry of"
:Truth. The proposed executive order’
for the CIA and the-other ‘intelli-.
gence agencies, according to admin-_
:istration. officials, does- not really
"mean what it says.' Nothing in. it,
. according to administration officials, -
would expand the CIA’s ability to
i engage in domestic espionage. s
s Criticisms of the draft decree; by
“the same token, are being assaﬂedj
from the highest quarters as. despl-ﬂ
‘cable “propaganda.” News stones;
-regarding CIA domestic spying have |
‘been labeled “delibexfatelywmisleadl
.ing.” The publicity, as Orwell’s New-
-speak dictionary would put it, has-
been. : “doubleplusungood™ and * in
‘need of “rewrite fullwise”* ;¥ ~
‘- *"As soon.as all the correctzons,'
'w}uch. happened to be necessary in’
“any particular nuiber of the Times
thad been ‘assembled and “collated,

that number tyould be repnnted
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" the original copy destroyed, and the
corrected copy placed on the files in:
= its stead.. This process of continuous
- alteratwn was apphed not only to-
newspapers but to boons, “period:
“icals, pamphle!s, pmtem .-Day by
- day and almost minute by _minute,
Z the past was brought up to date.
Omell 1984. .=
"'As for the pmposed gresxdentxal
“proclamation to. establish new clas
sitication practices, that, too, otﬁcxals
'say, is being misread”..:; .- Ay
‘I'm not saying you're gomg to'
have " less classification under this
order,” says the man in charge of the.
drafting, Steven Garfinkel, director
of the executive: hranch’s Informa-"
-tion Security Oversight Office. "But‘
from my perceptxon, the draft order
is not intended to increase the ma--
terial that's classified. by any appre‘z
ciable amount.” T
- The key word is- mtended Ap-
parently, Garfi nkel is  expecting gov-
. "ernment clawf‘ lers tooontmue to- act'
pretty much the: way they've_always’
~acted, classlfymg-about -a3 ‘much as{
. they usually do—which‘is to say too
‘much." Garfinkel said & many of. the
:'.proposed changes ‘from: | the: eﬂstmg
“order issued by Pm1dent Carter in
- 1978, were made . Primarily” trx,get
amund court ruhngs and -litigation |
problems ’_concerning .’ what . should
- remain clagsifi ed nd what should‘
Lnot. RSPRY PO L ot Rt
iBut then doesn 't the new roposal
have at least the poténtial :F vpa:tl}c
- -increasing ‘the amount [of classified’
* documents in the govemment do-
mam” Garfinkel s was asked. .7 - ¢

Garf" nkel aald he wouId rather not
say iy 1 RN
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